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and a hoop o, we shall obtain 420, the date of that
prince's accession.

For greater clearness, they to6k as their mnemo-
technic basis their own house, their domicile, asso-
ciating a distinct fact with each part of it; and the
courtyard, the garden, the outskirts, the entire country,
had for them no meaning any longer except as ob-
jects for facilitating memory. The boundaries In the
fields defined certain epochs; the apple trees were
genealogical stems, the bushes battles; everything be-
came symbolic. They sought for quantities of absent
things on their walls, ended by seeing them, but lost
the recollection of what dates they represented.

Besides the dates are not always authentic. They
learned out of a manual for colleges that the birth
of Jesus ought to be carried back five years earlier
than the date usually assigned for it; that there were
amongst the Greeks three ways of counting the
Olympiads, and eight amongst the Latin of making
the year begin. So many opportunities for mis-
takes outside of those which result from the zodiacs,
from the epochs, and from the different calendars!

And from carelessness as to dates they passed to
contempt for facts.

What is important is the philosophy of history!

Bouvard could not finish the celebrated discourse
of Bossuet.

"The eagle of Meaux is a farce-actor! He forgets
China, the Indies, and America; but is careful to let
us know that Theodosius was 'the joy of the uni-
verse/ that Abraham 'treated kings as his equals/
and that the philosophy of the Greeks has come
down from the Hebrews. His pre-occupation with
the Hebrews provokes me."